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ee Eee oe ber The 


e  Demooratic party in this State is too wise to.| 


} Coftiniit “itself ‘against’ the ‘poldiéys?*" One®}: 
would think that they would have been 


and., yet .the public. may, see. his. papish- 
“ment .commuted. .or «remitted. without 
ever knéwing why. It’ is true that’ sich 
“glaring tases of blundeting ‘or partiality as 
Town.sx’s .rarely, occur, but.there is ‘suffi- 
elent amiachief. worked. by the: aystem:to éx-' 
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| 5 rans Pog ma ‘The’ sinallest 
excuse will be‘ ant to stiffice’ to’ keep voters 
from peng elr duties in this regard: 
"| hey. will ‘the amendment is sure 
4 “ge doteseragm and one"yote will not make any 
| difference. . But-we-urge our readers not to 
allow excuses to keep them away.from the 
| polls, We ought not only to give tlie soldiets 
this  privilege—this _ right: rather—but we 
ought.to. give -it in a .large and liberal way.. 
Step al ahaa rar oa 


_» At fs Hardly Hecessary to say hay thé’ p par- 
doning .power,,as. exercised bere, and.parti- 
-cularly.in-this State, is: open:to-precisely thé 
same objections, and: is “much more* grogsly 
“abused than in’ England. ~ “Criminals | of 
"the Worst kind .. are. every...year . turned 
4 loose upon, society, and .the public never 
‘knows why or ‘wherefore: The “pardoning 


power is lodged in “the hands of the Crown.) 


in England, beewuse it ba» been one of its pre- 
rogatives time out of memory. We lodged it 
fn'the hands of the Governor simply through 
blind adherence tothe royalist. tradition. 
There.is .not.asingle good reason in joris- 
prudénce” for allowing’ him to hold ‘it, and 
practice proves abundantly that he ought not 
to-hold it... When.a criminal is once sentenc- 
ed after a fair trial, the procedure’ by which 
-his sentence is softened or remitted ought to 
‘be of the samé nature as that by which he was 
convicted, Tt is just as necessary that 
the public should know: the reasons for his» 
| aischatge as for, his. condemnation... It is 


necessary for the purpose the 
non las pratt Cos 


people: 
1c ‘justice, and. for securing honesty and delibera- 


tion'On' the part of tlie’ Executive. “No ‘such 


t. ' power as that of relieving criminals from the 
"}olegal consequences of their crimes ought to 


ty ;.end when it can be told so. easily, with 
80 little cost. of time and trouble to each man 
as is involved in going to the polls and cast- 
ing” a ballot for thém, why should ‘we not. 
ihunder: it* forth” in tones which shall say to 
of the Empire ‘State, wherever 
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be'exercised secretly and arbitrarily in a Free 
State, and we trust it will not continue to be 
so. exercisedin this, beyond, the next Conati- 
tational Convention. 
———— rrr 

Reconstavotios.—A year ago, there was & 
terrible war among political theorists’ as to 
the precise mannerin which. the reconstruc- 
tion of the séceded Statés was to be effected. 
Sébres of “ nicely-pointed, elaborately-con- 
“Btracted, highly constitutional plans were 
put.forwerd,. each..of which. was. the only 
scientific or possible plan, and vehement de- 
bates were waged between the excited ad- 
hherents to each . scheme. , Once. at that.time 
wé suggested that’ the great work was not 
likely to be carried out upon any-very scien- 
tific. principle, or any, principle that would be 
uniform as tegards details and conditions. In 
three States the process of political reconstruc- 
tion is going on—in Louisiana, Arkansas and 
Tennéssee. In Louisiana the first step taken 
was by the President, through Gen. Banxs, 
ordering an mn, for Governor and State. 
officers, which n has just taken place, 


} and Lovisians a now have a civil govern-» 
|: ment, (limited.) “In Arkansas the people first’ 


‘Pmet spontansously “in convention; revised 
| the constitution, abolished. Slavery, and 
| Mhemselves. inaugurated thé measures that 


| will ‘soon result “im the ‘election: of local 
civil authorities and. national : representa- 


his} tives." ““In° “Teheases the’ “Atst®” step 


pn has’ been in’ the” Governor 
ordering an election throughout the State for 


| county officers, judges, ete, ; and after this’ 
Teorganizaion 


; Tabor of 
‘steps will be taken for.crowning and com-. 
arsed es ingen apenas 
pat opernliaty 08.zageree detail. bon tig. 

fal of the Presidvdt, and all of them are 
There may. be ‘another 


duit,” 


was seized at Cape Town by the British au. 
thorities themselves. The right Of our’ Ves- 
séls to retake the Chesapeake of Course could 
not.be donbted, and:that recapture would re- 
store the original ownersof' her to their, 
origihal tights: But it* ‘is* pertiape question- 
able’ whethér the ‘seizure. Of.a veasel by a 


in theit asiinaita’ Wath WO, muah toeee 
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,Breedom..t.the Bresein. Bremen, | 3 3 
Frenchmen news give up all Sane 


neutral, restores. the-original:,owners.of her "p 
to their rights in her,.and that isone of the. ir 


Barring chante? the Conrad. 


Prize Court'or ‘condemnation of att o 


“it The “Cape Argus Says that it 
thought, that. ‘the “legality of . the. . con 


demnation-of the €enrad by Capt. Szuurs 


‘will have to be passed ‘upon by the Admiralty } 
“Court” there We" appreliend that if it ever 
comes to. the point. where a court mast. pass 


upon, that question, the case.will be. dis- 


 posediof.very summarily. The ghost oftLord 


Srowitix, might be expected to make aniin- 
stantadBous Visit of yengeance to Cape Town, 
or. apy.other place - where.an English Ad- 


-miraity’ Court® could by’ possibility hold that 


the Commander of a eapturing vessel ‘eould 
act aled.as a Prize.Court..and-carry his dwn 
decrees ‘into exécution. “There will be no 
difficulty*with that point, and if that is the 
only.point, the.case.can- have but. one ter- 
mination. But there’are other qnhestions ip 
the ‘case. : 
We -must. bear. in. mind that the British 
court: must ‘be’ governed. ‘by’ the action 
of its “Government, “just as-eur courts 
are by the action of ours... It.mnst, therefore, 
considér the ‘rebels ‘as belligérénts, and the 
of the Conrad a lawfuleapture. We 


bave no doubt that if the Conrad had been: 


taken! into a Confederate port ‘and there con- 
-demned and solg by a Prize Court; the British 
courts. wonld hold.that a good title.was ac- 
quired “at the sale,. as against the original 
owners. 

But here has been no: condemnation—no 
prize proceeding’ im’ the case at all... The 
vessel has been captured, and without more 
ado converted to the use of the captors. 

And one of ‘the questions ‘that mast come 
before the. Admiralty Court, if the case is 
taken:-to . the Admiralty, as we suppose 
it will be, * must**be ewhether’a neutral 
court ‘will justify*such a” Gourse® of pro 
cedure, or Whether it will not hold that the 
captors haye forfeited. all the. rights which 
they acquired in the prize by such an illegal 
eoursé of action. “If it was a° British vessel 
which had‘thus converted prize property with- 
out taking any legal proceedings to condema 
it, the court weuld.certainly hold that the ves- 
sel must be réstored. ‘And it is hardly'to be 
‘supposed that it will be more tender of the 
misdeeds of Capt. Semuzs than if he sailed 
under the English flag. 


If, however; this question should be decided 


favorably to the free rs, the question will 
arise, what. is the ect upon a vessel of such 
a violation, of neutrality as. has been commit-: 
‘ted in this‘case by the Conrad, or rather the 
Tuscaloosa, in landing prize cargo upon nev- 
tral territory , and selling it.to neu 


.guch misdeeds as thet? Itis-clear that the. 
‘direct tendency of such p transaction is to in- 
volve. thé neutral’ in’ difficulty. “No. nation 
would suffer such @ breach of neutrality to 

pass unchallenged, as is involved in the pur- 
che by» ner of property thon wy rn, 


is effected, | 


confined to guarding” against such things 
‘punishing its own’ subjects alone, or can it 
also seize the belligerent wrong-doer * Ad | 
1 if it.seizes the vesselof the belligerent, ca 


people. +} 
Hass neutral. Power no protection agains; 
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ing selected M. Danson, Of the Corps Legis-.j- 


latif, as the .exponent, of their grievances, ‘men kill 


that gentleman embodied them in a.petition, 
and presented it'to the Upper Chainber, which |‘ 
is supposed to be the special guardian * ‘of the’ 

constitutional rights of the subject. Well, a}: 
day was appointed for its consideration, and, 
as several distinguished Senators: -had an-.j- 
nounced their intention of speaking *on the | ' 
oceasion, a deeply interesting debate Was ex-.| 
pected, from, which not a little. benefit. might 


result-to the prees.. But. the-enticipated dis--| ne. 


cussion did not come bev the: or: 
tion” having been ¥ 

petition set aside, while. : seo 

rose to protest: against. cours 


-ing «to the character’ of ‘the « 


why was all this? ‘Why did the Setiate sheng. | . 
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aters share. the dishouer, in. gilancs ?:: Why |’ 


seomoead tas Eacjuats kedbtahasiisdlbedenal hac ‘- 
of the press question was about to berenewed: eo ened 
in the Upper Chamber, he became: excited... peter ©. 

His. Majesty, had had enongh..of, this. topic: |. bt 


already, and dida’t want to have any mor¢ of | 
it. An intimation to the: above cfisat was | 


accordingly. conveyed. to the Senate, and 
honorable orators were given to: 

that they had better reserve their - eloquence 
for some less offensive theme. The, missa— 
ties of “Narobrox ~ even condeseended to}: a 
reason with. them; “« What--was- the use s 


of this eternal declamation. touching the the e: nsee 
free ure that-on 
to discuss..asy interesting question--of the of the peace © 
with. moderation? wrhdrewel 


liberty of the-press ? Was’ not the 


day, provided -it did so. 
The ‘supporters of the” Government and the | 


reigning dynasty, at the press had ample lib- sat one the 


erty. It. was only the enemies of both who |. 
clamored fer more. The restrictions op the |: 
press. cannot be removed, be pap pest 
gerous. use which ‘old. awe aes: 
would be-sure to make of their newly sequir--} 
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